1940 - 1948

1941

During World War I1, the NAACP leads the effort to ensure that President Franklin Roosevelt
orders a non-discrimination policy in war-related industries and federal employment.

1945
NAACP starts a national outcry when Congress refuses to fund their own Federal Fair Roosevelt
Employment Practices Commission.

1945

Kerr v. Enoch Pratt Free Library argued by Charles H. Houston creating the "Kerr Principle”. A
Baltimore library refused to admit Louise Kerr to a training program because she was black. Not
that it had anything against blacks, but its patrons did. When Kerr launched a civil suit against
the library alleging a violation of equal protection of the laws, the courts credited the library’s
claim that it had no racist purpose, but Kerr still prevailed. The Kerr principle forced us to
address when and why is the state responsible for enabling exclusive preferences, whether by an
overextended applicable rule that assist them or by state inaction that fails to block them.

1946
The NAACP wins the Morgan vs. Virginia case, where the Supreme Court bans states from
having laws that sanction segregated facilities in interstate travel by train and bus.

1948
The NAACP was able to pressure President Harry Truman to sign an Executive Order banning
discrimination by the Federal government.



